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INTRODUCTION
The Eastern part of Croatia - an area mostly known for its beautiful beaches and sand dunes- is also known for its historic cities and towns. Plitvice Lakes National Park is among the most famous tourist destinations in the region. It was founded in 1966 and is the largest and most complex national park in Croatia.
Plitvice Lakes are located near to Plitvice, Karlovac, Lošinj, Makarska, and Zadar. According to the legend, the lake was created from the tears of the God which fell from heaven, where he had to watch the blood of the children who died during the battle for the Croatian independence. And since that day the lakes have retained their name, Plitvice.
Plitvice Lakes are made up of a network of lakes and countless waterfalls, forests, rivers and small brooks. The large area makes the highest navigable waterway of the Adriatic Sea, the Plitvice Lakes, and many can be reached by boat.
Every year in May thousands of tourists visit these beautiful waterfalls. The most popular activities in Plitvice Lakes are swimming, canoeing, and horse riding, there are also plenty of opportunities for those who enjoy hiking.
It is also the most beautiful and most valuable part of the national park which also contains caves, churches, monasteries, fortresses, museums and archaeological sites.
Plitvice Lakes were protected by the law in 1966, with an area of 1,958 km2 and a total area of 19,981 km2.
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