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So the selection of his own symbols and images will be dependent on the other symbols, images,
motifs, and patterns already in the culture that he is working with. They may be selected and the
process repeated many times to fill an entire book. They may be selected because they are
essential or representative. They may be selected because they are so strongly understood or
cared for that they must be included.
But how can you know that all these symbols are appropriate? How can you know that the right
symbols will emerge when you bring together all the aspects of a culture? How can you know
which of the symbols are appropriate? In this article, I'll discuss some of the problems facing
symbolists, and suggest some ways of looking at the problem. This is really a "LOOKING AT
MYTHOLOGY" article, in which I look at some of the traditional methods of understanding
mythology.
What Is a Symbol?
Symbolists argue about the exact definition of the term "symbol." Many symbolists include
all the signs that are meaningful within a culture and use these to symbolize the other aspects
of the culture. Many symbolists include all the forms that are meaningful within a culture and
use these to symbolize the other aspects of the culture. Others, including myself, include only
those signs or forms that are the only means of communicating with and thinking about the
other aspects of the culture.
The point is this: a symbol is only one of several methods that a culture uses to communicate
and think about a topic. Symbols are a symbol of something and not a substance
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